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It’s Country Music Time! — Some really interesting DVDs have come out recently
which will appeal to both early country and “old-time music” collectors. At the top of the
list are the first two in a series of DVDs on the Shanachie label produced by the Country
Music Hall of Fame (CMHF). During the late 1950s, and into the 1960s, the Flatt &
Scruggs Grand Ole Opry was broadcast weekly from Nashville and featured the
legendary Lester Flatt and Earl Scruggs, along with special guests, on a half-hour filmed
TV program. Copies of these shows were thought to be lost until a donation in 1989, and
another in the 1990s, provided the Museum with 36 shows, complete with their
commercials for Martha White Flour. The CMHF is issuing the shows, 2 per volume, in
DVD and the first two are out as The Best of The Flatt & Scruggs TV Show. These
performances are priceless! There’s very little talking — except some “down home”
dedications — and lots of great picking. Earl plays his banjo like no one else does (though
he plays the guitar on one show on Volume 2). He never talks or smiles. That’s Lester’s
job! While the two shows on Volume 1 feature no guests, Volume 2 includes a show with
Mother Maybelle Carter, who gets to solo on the Carter Family standard “Wildwood
Flower” as well as jam with F&S playing her autoharp. A detailed 8-page liner note
booklet accompanies the DVD. Available at most music outlets. HIGHLY recommended.



